Notes by Pragyaa Ma’am , =

Till 1920-21 it was believed that “Vedic Civilization” is the ancient

Civilization of India. But in 1920-21 under the directoral period of John Marshall

(British archaeologist) excavation has been done in the Indus Valley ang new

civilization came in to light.

Primary excavation of this civilization had been done in Indus valley;
hence it was named as an Indus Valley Civilization. But with the course of time some
other sites of this civilization has been found away from the Indus valley, hence as per
the archaeological conditions, it is named as Harappan Civilization because this
Civilization was discovered first in 1921 at the modern site of Harappa situated in

. Tovince of west Punjab in Pakistan.

- In this way its authorized name is Harappan Civilization and it was given by John
Marshall.
- This Civilization forms part of the Proto-History of India because it has the script
but cannot be deciphered.
- This civilization was spreaded in triangular field and accounted for about
12,99,600 kmz,
The earliest recorded evidence of this civilization was given by Charles Masson
who visited the site at Harappa (Sahiwal in Punjab) in 1826 and wrote about
ruining brick structure.
Between 1853 to 1857 Cunningham inspected the ruins of Harappa.
In 1856 the British railway officers John Bunton and William Bunton found some

bricks (which is later associated with Harappan Civilization) while constructing
railway line connecting Karachi and Lahore.

- In 1912 some seals with unknown sysmbols were discovered by British
archaeologist J. Fleet which triggered an excavation campaign under the
directorship of John Marshall in 1920-21 which resulting in the discovery of

Harappan Civilization by Dayaram Sahni.
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- Nearly 1500 Harappan Sites are known so far in the sub-continent out of Whlch%\

six prominent sites has been titled as cities.

. The two important cities were Harappa and Mohen -jo- daro Sltuated ata dlStance

of 483 km and they were linked together by the Indus River.

ott (British archaeologist) titled Harappa and Mohen-]o -daro as a

Note : Stuart Pigg
“twin Capital” of Indus Valley civilization.

Third city was Chanhu-daro.
- Fourth - Lothal
- Fifth - Kalibanga

Sixth - Banwali | .
ed in to three phases. :

'Hamn.Hmeb (‘Ssooe\c.a\mun)

On broad aspect Harappan Civilization can be clas:;1ﬁ
a) ri’f;%- arappan Phase (3200 B.C. to 2600 B.C.)
b) Mature-Harappan Phase (2600 B.C. to 1900 B.C.)
c) Later Harappan Phase (1900 B.C.to 1300 B.C.)

Note : According to Radio Carbon dating advanced age of Indus Valley Civilization is

considered between 2350-1750 B.C.E.
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(3 Major Harappan Sites
1) Harappa ik
/. Location - Montgomery district of Punjab [Paklstan) on the left bank of Ravi

River (Sahiwal).
- It was the first Indus Site to be discovered and excavated by Dayaram Sahni in

1921, M0N0 Lnosush Vots(ig) , Ubhedes. .
- InRigvedaitis identified as a Hariyupia.”
- Historians also termed it as a Gateway City because it played a prominent rolein
road networks coming from North-West.- ' PR
» Findings:

- Tworows of six granaries are located outside the Citadel.
- City followed by grid planning.
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- Single room Barracks are situated just below the walls o}
labourers. - 1
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- Make up box, Mirror of Copper. Drassy
- Evidence of direct trade and Interaction with Mesopotamia.
- Idol of Natraj. . of the sign
- Bronze image of an ‘ekka’ (Vehicle) and seals with the representation 01 tU
of Swastik on it

2) Mohenjo-Daro e

- Location - Larkana distric in Sindh on fhe right bank of Indus River (Pakistan]. ““:B

- Excavated by Rakhaldas Banerji in 1922.

- Itis one of the largest site of Indus Valley Civilization.

- Itwas designated an UNESCO World heritage site in 1980.

- In Sindhi language the word Mohenjo-Daro means “Mound of the dead” because

5o many dead bodies have been found from mound of Mohenjo-Daro. I
> Great Bath |
The most important public place of Mohenjo-Daro seems to be the great

bath. It is believed that it was used as ritual bathing, which has been so vita] to any
religious ceremony in India. It was situated in the Citadel

set with gypsum. BOumen pellhol

It measures 11.88 m x 7.01 m and 2.43 m, Flights of ste

and made up of burnt brick: g

- PS at either epg
Jead to the surface. There are side rooms for changing cloths. Water wag drawn f
niroma

large well in an adjacent room and an outlet from the corner of the Bath |eg toad
4 drain,

The Granary of Mohenjo-Daro is the biggest buld

civilization, which is 45.71 m long and 15.23 1 wide, This s
e extreme centralization as the ruling authoritjeg must ha Iy SUggests

ing of Harappan
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inhabitants of Mohenjo-Daro, as despite having been flooded they never i d
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shift to a. safer place. Rather they came back to the original. sijte whenever th
| e

- water table receded.

> Other Findings:

City followed by grid planning,

Skull of Elephant, Measuring device of Oyster and Tusk. -

Melted heap of copper which indicates the engineering of Harappan Civilization.

A bronze dancing girl.
A seal with a picture suggesting pashupati mahadev.
A seal representing Mother Goddess with a plant growing from her womb.

Statue of bearded man, consider as a “Preist King".
A seal with the picture of boat.

Slashed head of priest.

A seal with the picture of Unicorn.
A worshiping site is also found which is titled as a temple by Martin Wheeler.

3) Chanhu-Daro (44 g Itec ae/ Zantaghhisce eﬁ;ﬂnah-w)

Location - Sind district (Pakistan) on the left bank of Indus River.
Excavated by N. Gopal Majumdar and Ernest Mackey in 1931.
Itis the only Indus City which has no citadel.

It is the only Indus site from where maximum articles or implement of copper has

been found like - Knife, Spear head, Razar, Axe, Fish Hooks, Utensils etc.

» Other Findings:

Bead making factory, Toy and Seal making factory.

Lipstick, Bronze bowl and drill.

A small pot was discovered here which was probably an Ink Pot but there is no
conclusive proof about it.

Bronze model of roofed chariot. -

Foot prints of dog chasing a cat.



4) Kalibangan
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ati and Bhogwa River near

Location - Ahmedabad, on the confluence of Sabarm

the Gulf of Cambay.

Excavated by S.R. Rao in1957.
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~,8) Dholavira
. Location - Sjtuated in Kutch district between the tW0 sea

and Manhar.
. This site was discovered by
Ravindra Singh Bishtin 1990-91.

Jagpat Joshi in 1967-68. But it was excavated by

lement in India, the other being

_ 1t is one of the _twi') largest Harappan sett
Rakhi , 350 dosee
akhigari in Haryana. It is the only Indus city which has been divided in t0 three
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> Findings : . : : ~ '
- 8 Giant reservoirs to collect rain water. C,&;b«w\% ummm%emenﬁéﬂddﬁm)
- Dholavira sign board which comprises 10 symbols: or letters on:a wooden
board. The wood decayed, but arrangement of letters survived.

37 cm. high and the board on which letters were inscribed was ab
9) Rangpur

Each sign is about

out 3 mlong.

- Location - Ahmedabad on the bank of Madaar River, near Lothal.
- Excavated by Madho Svarup Vatsa and Rang Nath Rao in 1953.
> Findings:
- Rice husk, High necked Jars, Millet and Sorghum.
10) Ropar
- Location - Ludhiana district of Punjab on ttie bank of Satluj River. -
. Excavated by Yagya dutt Sharma in 1955-56.
- Buildings at Ropar were made mainly of stone and soil.
> Findings:
_  Evidence of burying a dog with the human burial (Through this practice was
prevalentin Burzhom in Kashmir in Neolithic age (20,000 to 3,000 B.C.E)
- Copper Axe.

11) Rakhigarhi
Location - Hisar district of Haryana, on the bank of Ghaggar.

It shows all the three phases of Harappan Culture. This site was discoverec®
963 by Suraj Bhan. Further excavations were conducted by Amarendra Nath in
7 to 2000. The more recent excavation has been performed by Vasant Shinde

in1
199 |
from 2011to present.
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s - Garthen Vessels, Beads and Bricks.

» Finding
13) sutkagendor
. Location - Baluchistan (Pakistan) on the bank of "
pashkRiver. ' i 14! T
. Excavated by Orell Stein in 1928. R
. Itis a western most site of Sutkagenidor 'y 3 Givjlization ek

Indust valleyCivilization.

gested that Sutkagendor was originally a port on

- Itissug
makrana coast, whichlater cut off from sea due to costal
upliftment. | 9T it '

» Findings - Ash filled pot, Copper axe, Trade link with Babylon.
N
14) payamabad 4
Location - Ahmednagar :
' In_ds:lsf Vu!ley
[Maharashtra) on the bank of civilization
Pravara River (Tributary of !
Godawari). " Dayamabad

In 1958 it was discovered by B.P. - Bopardikar

but excavated by M.P. Deshpandey & S.R. Rao.

It is the southernmost site of

Indus ValleyCiviliation.

The most important sculpture founded over here was Hoard

or cart, which is made up of Bronze, yoked to two oxen and

driven by a Man, probably indicates the racing subject.

15) Manda ' e Mand:
. N
Location - Jammu dist. on the 1

bank of Chenab River. ! "
ndus Valley _____——»
. clvillzation
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- Excavated by Jagpat Joshi in 1976-77.
- It is the northern most site of
Indus Valley Civilization. It is
considered a site established
to ' e
procure wood from Himalayan sub-hills and send it down river
to other towns of Indus Valley Civilization, it gets significance
by establishing northern most limit of geologif:al boundary, of
Indus Valley Civilization. .

> Findings - Jars, Beaker, goblet, Dish, Terracotta bangles, bone arrow
heads etc.
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jus Valley Civilizati Notes by Pragya Pandey
0 Characteristics of Indus Valley Civilization
$ Town Planning ' j

Harappan Civilization is known for it's urban outlook and sophisticated

sense of civic planning and organisation. In most cases Harappan city was divided into

two part-

a) Citadel:
ILis a raised part that occupied a's

was possibly occupied by the memb
r workshops Wthh was defended by the

maller area and was situated in the west

of the city. It ers of ruling class. It also contained

public buildings, granaries and impo

hu ge walls.

b) Lower Town:

Below the mtadel 'err"tbwn The common Citizen lived

'each' cu:y lay a
lives nth part of the city. City planning followed

inthe identical ratio of 1: 2:4in terms BIf'E;l*hiclmess : Width : Length.

Bricks were

( The ratio 1:2:4 was not limited to bricks, but to all aspects.This ratio was followed in
the houses, public structures, nmghbourhood reglons and even the city.)

+ Average size of bricks - 7><14><28 cm3 for: houses and 10><20><40 cm3 for

huge construction and cn:y walls.
¢ There was good drainage system and drains were made up of moi‘taf, lime and
gypsum and covered with large brick slabs.

¢ Houses were often of two or more storeys, they had a main entries in the sub

streets and on the place of windos houses had skylights.

% So advanced was their architecture and mas
onry th .
i | — ry that Harappa had two and three
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Notes by Pragya Pandey
Indus Valley Civilization — Part-II

lley Civilization

» Town Planning

Harappan Civilization is known for it’s urban outlook and sophisticated

ion. In most cases Harappan city was divided into

two part -

a) Citadel:

[t is a raised part that occupied a smaller area and was situated in the west

of ruling class. It also contained

of the city. It was possibly occupled by the members
s. Which was defended by the

public buildings, granaries and __1_mportan_t ‘workshop_

huge walls.

b) Lower Town:

Below the cn:adel in each aty lay a lower town. The common Citizen lived

. and carried on their professwnal lives in thlS part of the city. City planning followed

the Grid pattern which is also termed as a Armsford circus. Lamp posts placing
spots were there indicates the ex1stence of street lightings. The main street ran from

North to South and other streets _ran at nght angle to the main street.

Bricks were in the identical ratio of 1: 2 : 4 in terms of Thickness : Width : Length.

( The ratio 1:2:4 was not limited to bricks, but to ail aspects.This ratio was followed in
the houses, public structures nmghbourhood regmns and even the city.)

¢ Average size of bricks 7><14><28 cm3 for houses and 10><20 x40 cm3 for
huge construction and city walls.

¢ There was good drainage system and drains were made up of mortar lime and
gypsum and covered with large brick slabs.

¢ Houses were often of two or more storeys, they had a main entries in the sub

streets and on the place of windos houses had skylights

storied houses,




Notes by Pragya Pandey .

' ible flat terraces too.
* These spacious houses had central courtyards and aci?gssgltiem. |
* The Indus Valley cities and towns had a rectangular g

irecti ondary streets were
I Main streets were along the North-South direction and .th{.-': sec . ;

along the East-West direction.

Cities and oy were also standardised. . ttern.
* Almost all the places excavated are seen as having a similar structure and pa
** Even the bricks of the houses had similar dimensions! sousto s
The strepty found in Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa were as wide as 10.5 m.
‘E‘ The smaller roaqs were at least 1.5 m wide.

*** None of the houses in the Indus Valley had windows facing the main streets.
ad only one door.

** The houses | | o
* All the windows and the door of the houses would open into the central courtyard.
Thus, they were Strategically d

ks esigned to avoid noise and dust. i
*** Indus Valley civilisation was perhaps the first in the world to have houses wit
attached bathrooms, -

** They also haq access
** In additiop, the

N

** They had adva

-

** People of the Indus v

* They had Separate channels lining the Harappan streets for wastewater and
stormwater (rainwater).

** The wastewater drain
cleaning purposes!

L
0.0

S were underground, and hag opening terracotta lids for

» Social Life

the Harappan society comprising mainly of the migle ¢lpgs There is no

clear evidence of castes and da'.ss.e,_s', But based upon the moungs it €an be assumpeq

that at least three ‘distinct groups were thely .. Ruler, Ric' rﬁerchant and poor
d LA g oo o ey Vi

labourers. Dominance of mother goddess 'in religion suggegys that family yag

apou :

:2rchal. Single Kitchen in the houses indicates the Joint family struc'ture.
Matriarchal. |

: ,the Harappan
Part from being well-planned and having excellent drainage systems, the H



1. Harappan peop!

2. other contemporary civilisa
3. The absence of any palace or

I\_‘_l.

5" Religious Life :

o were practiced Idolatry but temple has not been found fromthis

civilization. Archaeologists haven’t found any structure resembling a temple or a

palace orany monument. i
' tions have some central monuments.

temple despite structures like granaries and public baths

led historians to believe that the Indus Valley society was an egalitarian one.

- They generally worship -
a) Mother Goddessasa goddess of fertility, consider as a Chief Female deity.

b) Pashupati Mahadev or Proto-Shiva Consider as a chief male deity, represented

g in yog?ic posture on a low throne. This god has three horned

in seals as sittin
a rhinoceros, a buffalo and two

heads, he is surrounded by an elephant, a tiger,

deers appear at his feet. _ :
c¢) Pipaltree, Unicorn (May:ﬁéﬁ iﬁéﬁﬁﬁéiiﬁiﬁh__rhinoceros) and Dove.
~d) Yoni worship and Nature worship existed.
~e) They also worshipped Fire, called Havan_Kl_l__n_d.
f) Humped bull - Itis p1cturedon maximu_r_ij'-.s_é'éls and also in the form of figurines,
hence itis consideredﬁés amost sacredammal

¢ Disposal of Dead

- They used the three methodsof burial
(i) Complete burial . ' _
(i) Fractional burial (wheréﬁié:bones were ga'théf’éd.and buried after exposure of

. the body to bll‘dS g'r'l‘_‘d__;be;;__s{fsl.__', | _ iy B 5 Gu2a
(iii) Cremation fDl.:!OwédEiJ)“f tl;_e burial ofashes i ,

(YT TOTVE W ATYS

> Economic life:

Their main business was Agnculture while domestication comes on
second level. The agriculture was mainly depended on irrigation. The soils was very
fertile due to annual inundation in river Indus. Their prominent crops were wheat and
Barley apart from it they also produced Peas, water melon, Musk Melon, Rai, Dates,
Cotton. The Indus People were the earlist people to produce cotton, because cotton
was first produced in this area the Greeks called it Sindon, which is derived from
Sindh.

























